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Amendments to the Claims 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 
1-22. (cancelled) 

23 . (currently amended) A method of treating dental erosion comprising orally 

administering to a mammal , who has decided to ingest, for the purpose of treating 
said dental erosion.in nood ther e of an effootivo nmnimt nf a beverage composition 
having a pH of less than about 5; 

wherein the beverage composition comprises a compound having the structure: 



wherein n is an integer averaging from about 7 to about 100 and M, M', and M" 
are each, independently, selected from the group consisting of sodium and 
. potassium, and wherein the beverage composition is substantially free of calcium 
and fluoride. 

24. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 23 wherein the beverage 
composition has a pH from about 2 to about 4.5. 

25. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 24 wherein the beverage 
composition further comprises a sweetener. 

26. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 25 wherein M, M', and M" 
are each sodium. 
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27. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 26 wherein n is an integer 
averaging from about 10 to about 30. 



28. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 27 wherein the beverage 
composition has a pH from about 2.7 to about 3.5. 

29. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 28 wherein n is an integer 
averaging from about 13 to about 25. 

30. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 29 wherein the beverage 
composition comprises from about 0.1% to about 20% of the sweetener, by 
weight of the composition. 



31. (previously presented) A method according to Claim 30 wherein n is an integer 
averaging from about 19 to about 25. 
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